
From: Stahl, Megan D.
To: Lennon, Tiernan; Jennifer Stanhope; Brown, Clifford L; Taina Pankiewicz
Subject: RE: MVP Plant AMM and Voluntary Conservation Measures
Date: Wednesday, July 19, 2017 4:56:15 PM
Attachments: 2017 07 20-MVP Voluntary Conservation Measures.pdf

MVP Plant AMM.docx

Jen, Tiernan and Cliff,
In preparation for tomorrow’s meeting I am providing additional information regarding proposed
plant avoidance and minimization measures for discussion (attached).
I also attached the slide deck so that Jen can follow along on the phone.
I look forward to the meeting tomorrow.
Megan
 
 
-----Original Appointment-----
From: Stahl, Megan D. 
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2017 3:39 PM
To: Stahl, Megan D.; Lennon, Tiernan; Jennifer Stanhope; Brown, Clifford L; Dawley, Joseph; Taina
Pankiewicz
Subject: MVP Plant AMM and Voluntary Conservation Measures
When: Thursday, July 20, 2017 12:30 PM-2:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: West Virginia Field Office, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 694 Beverly Pike, Elkins, WV 26241
 
This meeting will be to discuss outstanding plant surveys, avoidance and minimization measures, as
well as project voluntary conservation measures. 
 
MVP will come to the Elkins Field office for the meeting, and the number below is being provided for
Jen to call in:
 
Dial: 
Leader: 
Participant: 
 
Thanks,
Megan





































The Project Area is within the distribution range of six federally-listed plant species. 
These include plants adapted to wetlands and streams (northeastern bulrush and 
Virginia spiraea), open forests (small whorled pogonia), upland open habitats (running 
buffalo clover and smooth coneflower), and shale barrens (shale barren rock cress). No 
critical habitat has been designated for these species. Within the Project Area MVP 
surveyed 894.16 acres of potential habitat and no individuals of federally endangered or 
threatened plants were detected during surveys.   
 
The nearest population of smooth coneflower occurs outside the Project Area; therefore 
the Project Is Not Likely to Adversely Affect smooth coneflower. No potential habitat 
was found for northeastern bulrush throughout the Project Area; therefore the Project 
will have No Effect on northeastern bulrush.  However, the BA reported small portions of 
the Project remaining to be surveyed for running buffalo clover, shale barren rock cress, 
small whorled pogonia and Virginia spiraea due to restricted access. Since MVP 
submitted the applicant-prepared BA surveys continued where possible and surveys are 
now completed for running buffalo clover.   
 
A summary of surveys completed and areas remaining to be surveyed is shown below: 
Species Area surveyed 

(acres) 
Area reported in 
BA remaining to be 
surveyed (acres) 

Current area 
remaining to be 
surveyed (acres) 

North eastern 
bulrush 

11.27  Surveys completed Surveys completed 

Smooth coneflower 139.17 Surveys completed Surveys completed 
Running buffalo 
clover 

306.77 1.8  Surveys completed 

Shale barren rock 
cress 

222.81 29.5  3.51  

Small whorled 
pogonia 

207.76 29.5  3.51  

Virginia spiraea 6.39 4.28  2.30 
TOTAL AREA  894.16   

 

Because MVP cannot complete the remaining surveys at this time, which involve two 
parcels (one parcel is 3.51 acres and one parcel is 2.30 acres), the species remaining 
to be surveyed are presumed present; therefore the project May Affect – Is Likely to 
Adversely Affect these shale barren rock cress, small whorled pogonia and Virginia 
spiraea.  
 

The intent is to complete these surveys as soon as possible. However, pending surveys 
are dependent upon access prior to construction during the applicable survey windows. 
Should an attempt need to be made outside of the approved survey window, a field 
habitat assessment will be conducted to identify the amount of potentially suitable 
habitat for these species within the Project limits of disturbance. The applicable survey 
windows are:  



• Small whorled pogonia: May 1 – September 30 
• Shale barren rock cress: August – September 
• Virginia spiraea:July 1 –  September 30 

 
If populations of federally listed plants are located during remaining survey efforts MVP 
will fence off and avoid the area if possible.  If avoidance is not possible then MVP will 
attempt to translocate the populations if possible.   

According to USFWS small whorled pagonia cannot be translocated. The one parcel 
remaining to be surveyed is currently in a very secluded area so MVP does not 
anticipate that fencing would attract poachers.  If located, MVP proposes to monitor 
small whorled pagonia for 5 years.  USFWS documentation indicates that the species 
may lie dormant for “up to 4 years” thus 5 years post construction should be sufficient to 
document whether the species is present. 

If located along the periphery of the limits of disturbance during survey efforts MVP will 
fence off and avoid populations of Virginia spiraea and shale barren rock cress.  If 
populations of these species occur within the limits of disturbance such that they cannot 
be avoided, they will be relocated to areas with other known populations. Virginia 
spiraea will be planted in the same hydrologic basin as it occurs since each of the 
known occurrences within different basins are slightly genetically disparate.  If located 
MVP proposes to monitor Virginia spiraea and shale barren rock cress for 2 years as 
requested by USFWS. 

Within the remaining survey areas MVP does not anticipate impacts from sedimentation 
or erosion.  The remaining parcels are associated with, and centered along, the 
proposed centerline construction right-of-way. Of the remaining surveys for shale barren 
rock cress and small whorled pogonia (red tract WV-GR-065) the Project crosses the 
tract at the highest elevation.  Of the remaining surveys for Virginia spiraea (red tract 
WV-SU-046) the Project crosses the tract at a fairly level elevation.  Permanent 
waterbars will keep the overland flow in the same watershed and the same drainage 
patterns would be present post-construction. Post-construction hydrology would not be 
directed away from the parcel. Runoff and sedimentation would be controlled by the 
waterbars and permanent vegetation, and once the permanent stabilization is achieved, 
impacts from sedimentation or erosion are not anticipated. 
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